
Welcome to Key Stage 2 Reading 
Presentation for Parents



• To explain the different aspects of reading.

• To explain how we teach reading in Key Stage 2.

• To explain how you can help your child at home.

The aims of today’s presentation:



THE POWER OF READING

Creating a love of reading in children is one of the most powerful 
ways of improving academic standards.

There can be few better ways to improve pupils’ chances in school, 
or beyond in the wider world, than to enable them to become 

truly independent readers.



READING FOR PLEASURE

Not only do we want the children to learn how to read, we want the 
children to ENJOY reading.

Reading corners are vibrant and stimulating. The books within are age 
appropriate and in good condition.  The children want to go and choose a 

book to read. 

Class Readers have been introduced across all years, so that the teacher can 
read to their class. These have been carefully selected, taking in to 

consideration audience, diversity and enjoyment.

New books have been purchased, mainly thanks to parent donations, and 
have been arriving throughout the academic year. 



READING IN SCHOOL

• Guided reading, three times a week
• Reading assembly once a week.
• 1:1 reading with teachers, TAs and parent volunteers
• Personal reading 
• Reading across the curriculum (topic related)
• Class novels and stories (listening to the adult read)



READING REQUIRES TWO SKILLS:

Phonics & Word Recognition
• The ability to blend letter sounds (phonemes) together to read 

words.
• The ability to recognise words presented in and out of context. 

Understanding/ Comprehension
• The ability to understand the meaning of the words and sentences 

in a text. 
• The ability to understand the ideas, information and themes in a 

text.



Reading Skills from the National Curriculum
Give/ explain the meaning  of words in context

Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-fiction

Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph

Make inferences from the text and justify inferences with evidence from the text

Predict what might happen from details stated and implied

Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes to 
meaning as a whole

Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through a choice of words and phrases

Make comparisons within the text



How we Teach Reading

Vocabulary - find and explain the meaning of words in context

Infer - what is suggested in the text – reading between the lines

Predict - what might happen based on what has already 
happened

Explain - an explanation of a part of  the text

Retrieve - find information in the text to answer a question

Sequence or summarise - sum up key points or sequence 
events



















Some examples from the Ashley Booth scheme for Guided 
Reading that we follow at St Jude’s:

Year 3: Why Are Tomatoes a Fruit?

● red and ripe
● That’s because scientifically speaking

tomatoes are fruits
● we have to look at the scientific definition
● One reason plants make fruit is so they can 

disperse their seeds
● Culinary vs. scientific

Vocabulary check

Disperse



Some examples from the Ashley Booth scheme for Guided 
Reading that we follow at St Jude’s:

‘Let’s bite into the explanation’

What two meanings could this 
sentence have in this text?

Why has the author decided to use it?

Partnered Talk
Summarise the differences between 

fruits and vegetables in two sentences.

A fruit ……
A vegetable ……

Why Are Tomatoes a Fruit?

Solo work



Vocabulary check

● as the boat crested a wave the 
● the scandalised cry 
● It’s walls adorned with pictures
● It’s facade arched
● protruded from its wall  
● and Vita went tearing down the hall
● now he was gaunt and his eyes had 

drawn back

Some examples from the Ashley Booth scheme for Guided 
Reading that we follow at St Jude’s:

What is the impact of this 
opening on the reader?

Individual thinking
Year 6: Extract from The Good 
Thieves by Katherine Rundell



Some examples from the Ashley Booth scheme for Guided 
Reading that we follow at St Jude’s:

Vita’s stomach clenched as she 
saw tears rise up in her 

grandfather’s eyes. 

What emotions would Vita be 
experiencing?

Partnered Talk

Solo work



SATs Reading comprehension
Three texts – one hour to read and answer questions



HOW CAN YOU HELP AT HOME?

Make reading visible; have books available in your home and let your child see you 
reading. Children need to see that reading is something adults do too.

• Talk about books. 

• Sit and listen. 

• Respect choices. 

• Visit the library.

• Read to and with your child. 

• Encourage your child to read at bedtime - and at any other time! 



READING TO/ WITH YOUR CHILDREN 

•Explore different types of books: classic fiction, chapter books, short 
stories, joke books, poetry, non-fiction. 

•Shared reading - read your favourite book, or your child’s current 
favourite book to them.

•Read slowly, with expression, mood and tone. Use different voices for 
characters.

•Talk about what is happening and what might happen next. 

•Leave the story on a cliff-hanger!



QUALITY QUESTIONING 

Closed Questions 
•Do you like this book? 
•Do you like this character? 
•Is this a good story? 
•Do you like this kind of story? 
Can you see how this limits your child’s responses/thinking?

Open Questions
•What do you like about this book? 
•What do you like about the characters? 
•Why do you think this is a good story? 
Can you see how much more effective open questions are in deepening 
your child’s responses/understanding?



Encouraging reading at home

Our expectations at St Jude’s are that children read at home at least three 
times per week, and that their planner is signed by an adult.

To encourage and reward the children, we are introducing an incentive!

Children who complete their reading each week will receive a raffle ticket.

The raffle tickets will be collected together, and a lower school and upper 
school winner will be selected each half term. 

There will be prizes!



Finally…
Benefits of reading include: 

1. Reading Exercises the Brain
While reading, we have to remember different characters and settings that belong to a given story. 
Even if you enjoy reading a book in one sitting, you have to remember the details throughout the time 
you take to read the book. Therefore, reading is a workout for your brain that improves memory 
function.

2. Reading is a Form of (free) Entertainment
Did you know that most of the popular TV shows and movies are based on books? So why not indulge 
in the original form of entertainment by immersing yourself in reading. 

3. Reading Improves Concentration and the Ability to Focus
We can all agree that reading cannot happen without focus and in order to fully understand the story, 
we have to concentrate on each page that we read. In a world where gadgets are only getting faster 
and shortening our attention span, we need to constantly practise concentration and focus. Reading is 
one of the few activities that requires your undivided attention, therefore, improving your ability to 
concentrate.



4. Reading Improves Literacy
Have you ever read a book where you came across an unfamiliar word? Books have the power to 
improve your vocabulary by introducing you to new words. The more you read, the more your 
vocabulary grows, along with your ability to effectively communicate. Additionally, reading improves 
writing skills by helping the reader understand and learn different writing styles.

5. Reading Improves Sleep
By creating a bedtime routine that includes reading, you can signal to your body that it is time to 
sleep. Now, more than ever, we rely on increased screen time to get through the day. Therefore, by 
setting your phone aside and picking up a book, you are telling your brain that it is time to quiet 
down. Moreover, since reading helps you de-stress, doing so right before bed helps calm your mind 
and anxiety and improve the quality of sleep.

6. Reading Increases General Knowledge
Books are always filled with fun and interesting facts. Whether you read fiction or non-fictions, 
books have the ability to provide us with information we would’ve otherwise not known. Reading a 
variety of topics can make you a more knowledgeable person, in turn improving your conversation 
skills.



7. Reading is Motivational
By reading books about protagonists who have overcome challenges, we are oftentimes encouraged to 
do the same. The right book can motivate you to never give up and stay positive.

8. Reading Reduces Stress
Reading has the power to transport you to another world and away from the monotonous daily routine. 
By doing so, reading can decrease stress, lower heart rate and reduce blood pressure.

9. Reading Sets a Positive Example
Reading is a key component of early literacy development and you can set an example of just how 
crucial this is by modelling the behaviour yourself. Children are excellent at mimicking the adults around 
them which means that if you regularly set aside some "me time" for reading, your children will learn to 
do the same.

10. Reading Teaches Empathy
Books allow us to experience realities outside of our lives. They teach us to relate to others by often 
putting us in the shoes of the narrator. This simple technique is called empathy. Empathy is defined as 
the ability to understand and share the feelings of another. Reading builds on empathy by constantly 
presenting us with thoughts and scenarios outside of our perspective.


