
Monster Phonics
DfE Validated Phonics Scheme

Parent Workshop
Phonics & Early Reading in Reception

(Age 4/5)



A love of reading is the biggest 

indicator of future academic 

success.





Our school has chosen 

Monster Phonics as our 

Systematic Synthetic 

Phonics (SSP) programme 

to teach early reading and 

spelling.





Phonics is the way

we teach children 

to read and write.

Reception, Year 1 

and Year 2 have a 

daily phonics lesson.





The smallest unit of sound in a word.

Approximately 44 phonemes in the English language

Many different ways of representing the same phoneme



The written representation of a phoneme.

e.g. ‘cat’ has three graphemes C-A-T

Graphemes can 1, 2, 3 or 4 letters.



Two letters that make one sound.

ch in chip

ai in rain



Three letters that make one sound.

in l t

air in chair



Two or more consonants that appear next to 

one another within a word , and they each 
represent a different 

‘st’ in stop ‘mp’ in lamp



Two letters, that work together to make one 

sound, but are separated within the word.

a-e cake made

o-e stone cone

u-e rule  flute

k t b k



Merging individual phonemes to form a word. 

Blending is READING



Breaking a word into its individual phonemes 

then writing the word by representing each 

phoneme with a grapheme. 

Segmenting is SPELLING





Long Vowels Sounds

Silent Letters Tricky Letters Phonetic

https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/reception-
5/actions/meet-the-monsters/

https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/reception-5/actions/meet-the-monsters/


deep deep

rain rain

light l t



• Words that occur most 

frequently in print

• Grouped and colour coded

• Builds confidence and 

independence





In Reception



• Single letter sounds and consonant 

digraphs plus high frequency words

• We start teaching from week 2 of 

Reception

The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging 

and have been designed to gradually build 

skills and knowledge.







• Term 2 introduces more 

digraphs and trigraphs

• Term 3 no new graphemes are 

introduced.

Skills focus on blending and segmenting and developing 

confidence independence and fluency.



In Year 1



• Reviewing the digraphs taught in Reception.

• Teaching new graphemes for the sounds we 

already know e.g. ay, a-e plus more high 

frequency and common exception words.

• Teaching suffixes e.g. -ing, -ed.

The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging and 

have been designed to gradually build skills and 

knowledge.



• Term 2 introduces more new graphemes 

for the same sound plus graphemes with 

alternative pronunciations e.g. ‘ie’ as in 

‘pie’ and ‘chief’. 

• Term 2/3 revision of all year 1 

graphemes.

Skills focus on blending and segmenting and developing confidence 

independence and fluency.



In Year 2



• Teaching all graphemes from the Year 2 

National Curriculum.

• Teaching Year 2 common exception words.

• Teaching spelling rules including vowel suffixes 

plus homophones.

The lessons are fun, interactive, engaging and 

have been designed to gradually build skills and 

knowledge.



• Term 2 & 3 focuses on revision of all 

Year 2 graphemes.

• Plus: contractions, possessive 

apostrophes and revision of suffixes.

Skills focus on increasing confidence, independence, fluency and reading 

and writing stamina.



• Important to use pure 

sounds



Reception Video Year 1 Video Year 2 Video

https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/reception-5/
https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/year-1-4/
https://monsterphonics.com/resources-lessons/year-2-4/


In Reception



• Teacher led blending is taught 
throughout term 1

• our aim is to get every child blending 
by the end of the term

• If your child needs additional 
practice, we will inform you





• Taught to spell simple words, 
using graphemes they have been 
taught

• Practise letter formation as part of 
term 1 lessons

• Extend into additional handwriting 
lessons





• Use mnemonics and sound cues

• Practise and apply reading words, 
captions and sentences

• Wealth of resources

• Displays 



In Year 1



Children will be able to:

• Blend independently

• Whisper blend with increasing 
fluency and independence.

• Read simple sentences with 
increased fluency.



• Practise spelling words with taught 
graphemes.

• Practise writing through dictated 
sentences.

• Letter formation is referred to,  but 
children will have additional 
handwriting lessons.





In Year 2



Children will be able to:

• Read words independently.

• Read more words automatically.

• Read sentences with increased 
fluency and independence.

• Read for meaning and 
comprehension.



• Practise spelling words with taught 
graphemes.

• Practise writing through dictated 
sentences.

• Letter formation is referred to,  but 
children will have additional 
handwriting lessons.







Practical tips

• Practise high frequency and 
common exception words.

• Encourage writing activities like 
shopping lists, letters.

• Practise reading 
daily…everywhere!

• Celebrate progress to build 
confidence

In Year 1 and Year 2…







• Children will bring home a reading 
book when they are blending 
independently 

• Timetabled reading sessions 3 
times a week

• Taught in small groups with trained 
members of staff

• The book is then sent home



• They know all the sounds, high 
frequency words and common 
exception words.

• Encouraging ‘whisper’ blending 
develops automatic reading.

• Reading the book with 90% 
fluency and accuracy.

In Year 1 and Year 2…





• Your child will need little help

• Support if needed

• Talk about the book

• Praise their success



• Read the sharing book together

• Talk about the pictures, the 
characters, the setting

• Make up voices together for the 
characters

• Explore the vocabulary



• Practise the graphemes

• Practise blending

• Practise reading the high 
frequency words

• Share your ‘sharing’ book



Reading helps children 
to:

• understand words and 
sentences

• Extend vocabulary

• Develop listening skills

• Develop 
comprehension skills




