
ST JUDE’S C OF E SCHOOLS FEDERATION
NEWSLETTER

DATE: 27/03/2026
we.are.stjudes

 

Dear Parents and Carers,

Over this term, I have been sharing during assemblies, the life stories of some of the figures who feature in the 

book Heroes of Hope. Whether you have a faith or not, helping others, building community and challenging the 

injustices in society are admirable human qualities which we can all aspire to. We live in an ever changing, 

increasingly technological world which can be scary at times, so imagine facing that against a backdrop of 

extreme poverty, racial discrimination or war. This is the sad reality for many children around the world and it’s 

people like those in the book who stood up for them and made their lives better. Small things can make a big 

difference to others and we need that to start somewhere, so why not at home, at school, to our neighbours, in 

our community? Hope is one of our school values; what small thing can we do over the Easter holiday that will 

bring hope and joy to the life of someone else? 

Have a peaceful break everyone. Let’s hope for sunshine! 

Best wishes, Mrs Chiverton

 

 



 Another busy and challenging school term has come to an end! Once again, on behalf of us 

all, I want to say “Thank you” to ALL our school staff for caring for everyone in so very many 

ways. We are grateful to you all and we wish you a truly happy and well-deserved Easter 

break.

At St Jude’s Church we are very much looking forward to welcoming you to our Easter 

Service on Easter Sunday morning at 9.30am. This will be a special celebration of the good 

news of Easter, and we can promise some Easter eggs too! Please come and join us – and if 

you are expecting visitors at Easter, please bring them too! We look forward to seeing you. 

Easter is all about new life, and I would like especially to congratulate children and staff at 

our Infant School, who have seen new life in plenty as the term comes to an end. Tiny baby 

chicks have been hatching from their eggs, and it’s been wonderful to see this happen. Thank 

you to you all for looking after these new lives so carefully. 

This week I’ve really enjoyed visiting Ladybirds and Butterflies and thinking with them about 

the story of the first Easter. We remembered how Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey on 

the first Palm Sunday. He was welcomed by crowds of people who were thrilled to see Him 

and loudly cheered Him on His way! But, behind the scenes, were some who wanted to be rid 

of Him and, on the first Good Friday, Jesus died at their hands. But death was not the end for 

Jesus! On the first Easter Sunday, the stone was rolled away from outside the cave where 

His body had been laid. The cave was empty! Jesus, who had died, was alive again! 

And Jesus is still alive, and with us day by day. These are difficult times in our world today 

and it will be especially good this Easter to celebrate Jesus’ promise to us all: “I am with you 

always”. That’s the promise we are celebrating on Easter Sunday 2026! Do join us if you can!

And, on behalf of our Collective Worship Team – Jeremy, Helen, Holly and me – Happy 

Easter! 

God bless you all

Judith, the Vicar

 OFSTED UPDATE

 



You may be aware that Ofsted has updated its inspection framework again. The new ‘Toolkit’ is quite 

different from previous frameworks and includes a different grading system. Instead of giving one 

overall judgement, inspectors provide a multi-area report card, offering a more rounded picture of 

how a school is performing across several key areas.

 

Schools are now graded using the following categories: Exceptional, Strong Standard, Expected 
Standard, Needs Attention, Urgent Improvement. These categories are not comparable with the old 

grades because the inspection approach has changed significantly. 

 

Expected Standard

This is the national benchmark. A school meeting the expected standard is doing everything it should 

to ensure children receive a high-quality education. This is a strong and positive judgement, shown in 

green on the Ofsted report card.

 

Strong Standard 

A grade showing that the school is consistently delivering excellent practice that is making a clear 

difference for children and learners.

 

Needs Attention 

This is not a negative judgement. Instead, it signals that certain areas need focused development so 

the school can reach the expected standard. It is a constructive signal that targeted work is needed 

and is not the same as the previously used grade of ‘requires improvement’.

 

Exceptional 

This is a higher bar than the former ‘outstanding’ grade. It is only awarded when inspectors see 

practice that is among the very best in the country—approaches that should be shared nationally to 

help other schools improve.

 



Urgent Improvement

Used when more serious issues require immediate action.

 

Ofsted have produced a 3-minute video for parents to help explain these changes. New Ofsted report 

cards and grades: a guide for parents

 

 

Don’t forget to go online to www.scopay.com to order your 
child's lunches in advance. There still a few parents forgetting 
to order their child’s lunches and this has an impact n the 
kitchen and the meal choice availability.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g
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Infant school lunches are free. Juniors lunches are £2.90 
each. If you are entitled to free school meals, this will be 
noted on www.scopay.com so you will not have to pay.

 

 



 

 WHAT THE INFANTS HAVE BEEN UP TO.....

 



This half term our topic Ready Steady Grow has involved planting different seeds, potatoes, 

bulbs and plants and finding out how they grow. We made fruit salad for snack and turned our 

role play area into a shop to count out money and buy fruits and vegetables. We've also been 

learning about animal life cycles and which animals lay eggs. We're very excited for the baby 

chicks to hatch soon and have enjoyed visiting the school chickens. 

Armstrong class enjoyed World Book Day.



 In Maths this half term, Parks class learnt about Length and Height. We learnt how to use 

rulers to measure centimetres and how to measure in metres also. We had a lot of fun going 

outside onto our playground to measure our playground equipment in metres.

  School council

Our school council have had a busy term. We’ve made some new signs for our recycling box 

so that everyone remembers to put the correct things in them. We’ve also, with the help of Mr 

Parsonage, set up a new friendship bench and are being proactive in checking to see if anyone 

needs help using it. In the summer term we’d like to work more closely with St Jude’s church 

and will be setting up a drop off point for stamps at both schools- keep a look out for it!



Thank you to the PTA from our forest school and nurture group! They’ve provided a range of 

resources for us, including bug pots and gardening tools, a tea kettle for hot chocolate, and 

some classroom resources. 

 WHAT THE JUNIORS HAVE BEEN UP TO.....

Lower school made moving volcanoes!



Upper school held an exhibition for their farming projects.



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
I



https://www.surreycc.gov.uk/children/support-and-advice/local-offer/ordinarily-available-

provision

Our lovely Mrs Drew is taking part in the “CoppaFeel 42k trek in a day" marathon in the Peak 

District in May to try and raise as many pennies as possible for CoopaFeel / Cancer.

If you wish to donate, the link is below.

https://www.justgiving.com/page/emily-cannon-1?utm_medium=FR&utm_source=CL
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If anyone if replacing appliances over the break, please hang onto the boxes for our Year 6 

production scenery!!



 

 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in 

him shall not perish but have eternal life.

John 3:16

 

  

 A prayer of St. Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace; where there is hatred, let me sow love; where 

there is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where 

there is despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; and where there is sadness, joy.

  

 

 








